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LzVITrIcus xviii. 25. 


And the Land is defiled, therefore do 1 viſit ide 
Iniquity thereof” upon it. 


3 HESE are the Words of the ever- 
* laſting Gop which he Wake concern- 
85 


ing the Land of Canaan, before it was 

_ into the Poſſeſſion of the 1/rael- 

ies, in Declaration of his Deſign of Providence, 

to his Servant Moſes in the Wilderneſs, when he 

was leading on the People toward this Country, 

which Gop had promiſed to their Father Abraham 

that he would give him for a Poſſeſſion, and to his 

Seed after him, when 48 be bad no Child, Acts 
vü. 5. 


Taz Martyr Stephen, who remarks this Circum- 
ſtance, in his Apology, pleading to his Indictment 
before the Council at Feruſalem, to wit, that God 
had promiſed to Abraham an Inheritance to his 
Children before he had Iſſue, ſpeaks further, that 
having aſſured the Land alſo to the Patriarch him- 
ſelf, after that he had removed him into it, Be 

— 


(6) : 


gave him none Inheritance in it, no not ſo much as 
pedis veſtigium, or, where to ſet bis Foot on. And 
what would have rendered this Promiſe the moſt 

diſputable and precarious, if his Faith had not been 
heroically ſtrong, he was, when Go brought him 

into Canaan, an ancient Man, (what we call indeed 
a great Age) Abram was Seventy and five Nears old 

when be deparied out of . — xii. 4. 


And when Abram wa, ninety. Years ald and nine, 


the Lord appeared 10 Abram, Gov renewed with 
him his Covenant, and ſaid unto him, I am the A- 
mighty God, walk before me and be thou perfect. 
And I will make my Covenant between me and thee, 
and will multiply thee exceedingly, Chap. xvii. 1. 


HERE now Abraham was become the Faherof 
a Child which was JÞmae!, but this Son which 
was born unto him was not Sarabs Child, bur by 
a Bond- woman Hagar, Sarais Handmaiden : and 
ſhe that was his Wife, was of an Age beyond the 
natural Hopes of having any. However Abrabam 
could not think other but that this was the Heif 
which Gop had promiſed him, as there was no 
Expectation of his having Seed by her, till Gob 
aſſured him thereof, and declared that he would 
bleſs Sarai, and Five him à Son alſo of her, and that 
ſhe ſhould be 4 Mother of Nations, that Kings of 
People ſhould be of her, Verſe ſixteen hay Fe: 


ter above cited. 


Ar ninety Years of Age 3 this Son, 


which was named Jaac; and Jaac begat Jacob, 
| | | and 


I 


469 


and Jacob begat twelve Sons, to the Poſterits of 
whom it pleaſed Co to give the Land of Caraan , 
i. e. he gave them Authority to take it by Sword, 
and commanded that they ſhould utterly deſtroy 
* Nations which den had it in Poſſeſſion. 


Nov what was become, ſhall we ſay, of the Pro- 
n to ſeiſe him of this Land, as it 
ſeems he was never any more than a Sojourner in 
it? The Anſwer to this is, That what was given 
to his Deſcendents was as good as given to him- 
ſelf, eſpecially as Gop bleſſed him with great Plenty, 
ſo that he lived in AMuence all His Days. 


WII then, the Seed of Mrabam obtained 
Poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan, having extir- 
pated the Nations according to the Command and 
Appointment of Gop, which was inſtant and po- 
ſitive for the utter Exciſion of them, as we read 
Deut. vii. 2, 3. When the Lord thy God ſhall deli- 
ver them before thee, thou ſhalt ſmite them and ut- 
terly deſtroy them; thou ſhalt make no Covenant with 
them, nor ſhew Mercy unto them; neither ſhalt thou 
make Marriages with them : Thy Daughter thou ſhalt 
not give unto bis Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt thou 
take unto thy Son, 


AnDp that Gon was fo incenſed againſt the 
Natives of the Land, one may be ſure, could not 
be for nothing; neither without Cauſe, nor for a 
ſlight one. But theſe Nations were exceedingly 
and veteranly Wicked, and fo loathſome in all 


manner 


(8) = 

manner of Uncleanneſs, that the Land is ſaid to 
vomit them out: even the very Ground, like a 
— ſurcharged with an offenſive Load, muſt | 
- diſburden itſelf of them. But whilſt they were no 
worſe than the general Run of People, Gop pa- 
tiently bore with them, yet foreſeeing that he muſt 
cut them off at laſt, However, he fuffered them 
in their evil Ways, and in all their Abominations, 
and delayed his Promiſe to Abrabam till the fourth 
Generation, gr Imguily of the Amorites was 
0 yet full, Gen | 


In the Interim, while his People were in their 
_ flow March through the Wilderneſs. towards. the 
promiſed Land, after thathe had brought them forth 
out of Egypt, which Gop was pleaſed to order to 
be fo, partly that the Inhabitants might fill up the 
Meaſure of their Sins, and partly for other Rea- 
ſons reſpecting the J/raelites themſelves, he warns 
them by his Servant Moſes their Leader, leſt they 
alſo ſhould fall into thoſe Sins which had ſet Gop 
ſo indignantly againſt the other. Defile not your- 
ſelves, ſays he, in any of theſe Things, as it is in 
the Verſe before my Text, for in all theſe (the un- 
lawful Marriages and Laſts here ſpecified in this 
Chapter) the Nations are defiled, which I caft out 
before you. And then it follows, And the Land is 
defiled, therefore do I ey the Iniquity thereof up- 
on it. 


In 


| 


. 


Ix diſcourſing from theſe Words I ſhall inſiſt 
upon this lingle Propoſition, that Iniquity is the 
procuring Cauſe of Public Calamities, which I 
will apply to che preſent unhappy State of our 


Affairs in this Kingdom. / 


THAT there is a Providence of GoD which or- 
ders and directs the Courſe of this World, the 
wiſeſt and beſt of Men in all Ages have been clear 
in, never making any Queſtion of, nor the leaſt 
Diſpute about it. God's Government over all 
Things, his Knowledge of, and Concern in hu- 
man Affairs muſt neceſſarily be acknowledged, 
without Men would run themſelves into the greateſt 
of Abſurdities: For there is no eſſential Difference 
betwixt polite Deiſm and ſtupid Atheiſm ; they re- 
ſolve both into one, and are in Conſequence and 
Effect but the ſame Thing. 


For whether Gop made the World, or he did 
not make it, (if that were any Queſtion) moſt cer- 
tain it is, that he muſt and will have a ruling Hand 
upon it. A Being of infinite Power and Wiſdom 
which he is, cannot be compoſed, nor ever could 
from Eternity, in the unactive Contemplation of 
his own Perfections. But ſupreme Government, 
as it is a Thing moſt agreeable to divine Majeſty, 
ſo is as much the Purpoſe of Gop's Will, and the 
Pleaſure of his Mind to exccute it; and doubtleſs 
it is, for the Good of the World moſt convenient 
and fitting, that every Thing in it ſhould be ſub- 


ject to his Rule, and at his ſovereign Diſpoſal. 
B Axp 


I 
| 
| 
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AND though true indeed i it be, that v we e Tag 
of the Earth, are low in Quality, compared to his 
Greatneſs; yet what are the higheſt and brighteſt 
Inhabitants of the Court of Heaven, | relatively 
ſpeaking, but the ſame ? So that if he govern 
Angels, he may alſo. govern, Men; and the ſame 
Love and gracious Reſpect which he beareth to his 
Subjects in Heaven, will engage his Providence on 
our behalf, who are equally his Creatures, the 
Work of his Hand; ſo that we may be certain, 
there is no Event docs, or ſhall ever happen in 
the World, without his Appointment, or at the 
leaſt, Permiſſion. 


W x cannot indeed have an adequate Idea of ſo 
vaſt an Intelligence, as is qual to ſuch an im- 
menſe Scene and Field of Government, neither 
have we a comprehenſive View of that Scene itſelf; 
but this we know, that the Works of the Creation 
are not larger, nor wider than the Wiſdom and 


Power of the Creator; and as for Things that fall 


out, either to our Experience, or within the Com- 
paſs of our Obſervation, not eaſily to be reconciled 
without Notions of divine Wiſdom or Goodneſs; 
it is through the Imperfection of our Underſtand- 

ing that theſe appear inconſiſtent; we cannot ſee 
into the Motives or Reaſons why God hath order - 
ed, or doth ſuffer them to be. But as intricate 
and confuſed as the Ways of Providence may ſeem, 
of this we may be aſſured, that no other could fo 
effectually ſerve to the good Oeconomy of the 
World, as thoſe very Means, by which God work- 


6 
eth and conducteth his great and unſearchable De- 
Aud as che Kingdom is the Lord's, ſo doth he 
rule it by Laws ſufficiently promulgated, and hath 
appointed a Day wherein he will judge the World 


by his Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
hath conſtituted, to have Power over all Flaſb, and 


ta execute Judgments who will render to every Man 
according to his Deeds, when thoſe that have obeyed 


his Will, and kept his Commandments ſhall be 


rewarded: with endleſs and unſpeakable Felicity; 
and the Wicked for their Diſobedience and Rebel- 
lion, ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſftruffior. 

5 though obſtinate Sinners do often eſcape with 
- Impunity in this World, it pleaſes Gon ſometimes 
to overtake them with his Judgment, to viſit them 
in Diſpleaſure, and ſet them forth, both ſingle 
Perſons and whole Nations, as dreadful Examples 
of divine Vengeance. 


"Now as for Inddeidus, it is not always ſo cer- 
tain when their Sufferings are ordained as a Puniſh- 
ment to them. For though even the beſt Men do 
deſerye the worſt that ever falls to be their Lot, yet 
we are not to call it the Judgment of God always, 
when we ſee Men overtaken with Miſery and Trou- 
ble, though it were well if Perſons under Adver- 
ſity, would put that Conſtruction themſelves upon 
it.” But a general Calamity of whatever Kind is a 
fure Indication and Praof of Divine Diſpleaſure, 
conſtantly and without Exception: there can be 
no Miſtake in this Caſe, ſo that when an whole 
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Nation or Country ſuffers, do ye afk, Is it fbr 
their Sins? 1 wat Do you make wy Doube of 
it? 


WHrzn a Nation or Cos ſuffers, 4. 
by Sickneſs, or Famine; by War from without, 
or by inteſtine Commotionis and Civil Conteſts, 
to be ſure this is the puniſhing Hand of Gov, an 
_ the Land is arfiled, therefore doth he * the Iniqui- 
ties thereof upon it. 


% 


NATIONAL Sins call for National Puniſh 
ments, and ſeldom if ever, do a People grow gene- 
rally wicked, but they groan for it in the Aggre- 
gate 3 for there is no puniſhing Bodies Politic but 
in this World, it cannot be after they ceaſe to be 
ſuch, and that the Relation of Members is dif- 
ſolved, | 


Wur xa War breaks out betwixt Kingdoms, 
we ſay, The Princes are fallen out : And all the 
Blood that is ſpilt is charged to their Ambition 
and Love of Power. Whereas the Sword of War 
is, in Truth, an Inſtrument of Gop's Vengeance, 
and when it makes the greateſt Havock andSlaugh- 
ter, it is by the Direction of a Divine Hand, and 
by the Command of God, ſaying, as in Exetit! 
xiv. 17. Sword, go through the Land. This Gov 
Almighty calls one of his four fore Fudgments ; the 
Sword firſt, the Famine, the noiſome Beaſt, and the 
Peſtilence, in the ſame Chapter, Verſe 21. And 
when Gop threatens national Sins ih Scripture, it 


15 1 with the Sword; which was the more 
intenſe 


(13) 
Intenſe and diſtinguiſhed Puniſhment upon the Foros; 
for their horrid Sin in cruciſing the Lord of Glory; 

to the expreſs Prediction of our Saviour 
himſelf, They _ 2 455 the rap. 2 the 12 
Waun. 296” 4 


80 coidemical Sicknefs thongh 3 it be owing; to 
. Cauſes, ut eriam ft præter Cunſuetudinem ex- 
titerit, preler naturam tamen nun Pelſit exiſtere; yet 
the grand malignant Cauſe of it is, The Sins of the 
People. We indeed blame the Inclemency of the 
Air, and talk of noxious Vapours exhaled from 
the Earth, deſtructive to human Bodies; but in 
this the Words of Eliphaz in Fob are moſt true, 
Action cometh not forth of the Duſt, neither doth 
Trouble ſpring out of the Ground, Chap. v. 6. By 
the ſame Cauſe as the Land is defiled with Guilt, 
is the Air infected to ſuch a Degree that it be- 
comes a . Poiſon to them that breathe in it. 

Tx RETroxx is a good Magiſtrate of more Con- 
ſequence and Uſefulneſs to the Public than the beſt 
Phyſician, by ſo much as the Prevention of an 
Evil is better than the Cure of it. For if the Laws 
were duly and ſtriftly-executed, Vice and Wick- 
edneſs would be kept under, which would fave 
Thouſands of Lives, and prevent Sickneſs and Diſ- 
eaſes more than any thing. a. 


Tris is in ſome Countries SO UH” Care 


uſed for Wholſomneſs, to keep Cities pure and clean 
from Mud and Filth. But where Diſſoluteneſs of 


Manners is connived-at and ſuffered, ſuch Neglect 
grows 
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(14) 
intolerable at long run, and Mortality will 


enſue, or ſome other public Evil which it may 
pleaſe Gop to ſend in Judgment upon the Land, 


| Warn great Affiction then comes upon a Peo- 
ple, and their Sins were got to a great Height be- 
fore, the one doth fadly explain the other: their 


FT is then to apply to the preſent unhappy 
State of our Affairs in this Kingdom: We are in- 
volved in the Circumſtances af a bloody War, to 
enter into the Politics of which Calamity, (beſides 
that it is out of my Way) would be entirely a vain 
and uſeleſs Speculation. The Evils we labour un- 
der, and the greater Evils we are threatened with, 
lie deeper in their Cauſe; and are to be charged 
to the Account of that Profligacy, Impiety, and 
Debauchery which, of late Years eſpecially, have 
increaſed, Ad are-fo meme ang} peedaramant in 
all Ranks and Degrees among us. 


* is the Fate of Nations to burſt with their 
own Fulneſs, when they are fo ſwelled up with 
Pride, that they have no longer any Room for the 
Fear of Gop in them. Riches have flowed in upon 
us withm this Age, beyond all Example of Times 
paſt, we have ſeemed to inherit the Bleſſing which 
that peculiarly favoured, but moſt undutiful Peo- 
ple of the Seed of Abraham enjoyed in their Turn. 
But thoſe had their ups and downs, as was ordered 
by Providence; and according, as they deſerved well 
| or 


Ex (tz) 
or ill of Heaven, were exiled or deprefied ; till at 
length, for their Infidelity, they were broken int 
Atoms, and haye never recovered that Blow Iince. 


Tur ſame Spirit of Unbelief and Averſion to 
true Religion ſeems now to poſſeſs us; and behold 
the End of it, this long famouſly flouriſhing and 
proſperous Nation, is now falling back apace, and 
in imminent Danger of being conquered, and be- 
coming a Province to a Roman Catholic Power ; 
which if that ſhould happen, as Gop in his Mercy 
forbid, would complete our Ruin upon us, and 
render us of all People the moſt unhappy. 
Wulkse the Balance of our Fate then refts in 
this dire Suſpence, we muſt ſurely have begun to 
conſider more ſeriouſly of the diſpoſing Hand of 
Gop than we have been wont to do; and if it 
ſhould pleaſe the Divine Providence to give us up 
into the Hands of the Enemy, would be obliged 
to confeſs. it of his righteous. Judgment, and a Pu- 
niſhment juſtly due and merited by our Sins. 


Bur if, by his Bleſſing and auſpicious Favour, 
an happy Succefs ſhould attend upon our Arms, 
it is a dreadful Queſtion in my Thoughts, whe- 
ther we ſhall not riſe out of our Dejection with the 
Wings of Vanity, affaming that to our own Prow- 
eſs, for which we ought to give Gop the Glory. 


So that whether Way the Event of Things 
may turn, and this War in Concluſion prove for us 
or againſt us, it is Awful to think of it, unleſs we 
32 | might 
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might be ſure that we ſhall be truly thankful, and 


Devoutly ſenſible of the exceeding Obligation, if 
it ſhould pleaſe Gop to vindicate our Cauſe againſt 


the Enemy, ad make us at laſt Victorious over 
them. | 


Bur unleſs we have an abiding Intereſt with 


our Gop, what are we, but a loſt and undone 


People ? or if not brought to that deplorable Low- 
neſs, we may yet however be very much reduced, 
and fettered with hard Conditions, and which 
would ſeem to us the harder, for thoſe flowering 
and flouriſhing Times which our Eyes have ſeen. 


Now therefore, while Proviſions are making, 
and Preparations carrying on, for the Reinforce- 
ment of our Arms abroad, and the Defence of our- 
ſelves at home, it will extremely behove us, (and 
it may be done without any interfering or inter- 
ruption to the Meaſures that are concerted, and 
the Negotiations that are agitated) to fall upon thoſe 
Means, and to put in Practice thoſe Expedients, 
which J doubt whether they have yet. been had due 
Recourſe to: There being ſome Means and ſome 


Expedients of greater Importance in the Caſe and 


Situation we are in, than thoſe that are more 
thought of; not that will be of any Avail without 
the other, but which with them will ſtand us in 


the beſt Stead. 


To come to the Knowledge of theſe, there 
needs not. to dive into the Depths of Policy ; the 


Myſtery of theſe neceſſary Methods of Defence and 
Security, 


00 
Security, lies not in worldly Wiſdom, but in the 
Amendment of our Lives, and Reformation from 
our evil Ways. 


WI look to our Alliances on Earth to ſtrengthen 
them, to make them as faſt and ſure as we can: 
And in this we do well, it is the Prudence of all 
States and Kingdoms to avail themſelves of the 
Friendſhips they have made, and the Leagues they 
are engaged in to guarantee and defend each other. 
For even if Gop, who keepeth his Promiſe invio- 
lably, had ſworn to be our Gop for ever, there 
muſt be this implied Condition, that we will never- 
theleſs do, what in a natural or human Way we 
can, for our own Defence. 


Bur then, beſides what lies in taking politic 
Meaſures, there is other Heed to be uſed, other 
Precautions requiſite, other Reſorts to be had, in 
this critical and dangerous. Conjuncture; and Re- 
ligion here comes into the Account, which is a 
Thing of Moment, not only ta future Happineſs, 
but to the preſent ; which is not barely the Way 
to our eternal Salvation, but alſo to carry ts ſafely, 
and without Trouble or Hazard, thro' this World. 
For if God be for us, who can be againſt us? And 
as I may reverſe the Words, if Gop be againſt 
us, who can deliver us from the Power of our 
Enemies, if he be not for us, but for them? So 
that whether he be or no, is not a Matter to be 
huſtled into the Heap of Things which we throw 
by, to be conſidered at our Leifure : No verily, 

C but 


(489 
but it ought to be the Subject of our preſent Con- 
ſideration, and immediate Attention. 


How: dges it ſtahd then at this Juncture between | 


Gop, and us People of this Land? I have told 


you what I fear, and I pray you to think your 


ownſelves of it. For is not this a moſt ſinful Na- 
tion? Alas it is, and it is againſt Reaſon to pre- 
ſume or imagine, that for ſuch Gop can have any 
Favour or Reſpect. 


THX1s is a wealthy and a flouriſhing Nation, it 
is true ; but that is not ſo much an Argument that 


God is for us, as our Sins and Provocations are 


Arguments to the contrary : And I wiſh that what 
our Sins prove, the Wealth and Riches of this 
Nation do not confirm. For Gop, whoſe Deal- 
ings and Diſpenſations are uniform, may increaſe 
the Riches of a Nation, as he does the Wealth of 
ſingle Perſons, when he bears at the ſame Lune: 
no Good=will to them. 


Ir is notorious that Wealth and Proſperity are 
often the Lot of very bad Men; fo that we may 
not preſume upon an Intereſt with Go p, although 
as opulent and thriving a People as we be ; for 
that Riches are never any Marks of his Favour, 
but when there is ſomething like Merit to deſerve 
them. And however that Nation we are at War 
with, may be as deep in Guilt, and have every 


Crime and Vice as current even as we; yet we may 


be, of the two, the worſe People, although weigh- 
ing Fact againſt Fact, and Sinner againſt Sinner, 
E we 
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we ſhould be equal. For ſure I am, that except 


we are a more deſerving Nation than they, we 
muſt be a worſe, in Proportion as the Religion we 
make Profeſſion of, is better than theirs. 


Trar our Church of England is the neareſt of 
any to the goſpel Standard, and moſt agreeable to 
pure Chriſtianity, I at preſent wave the Proof of 
I ſhall only ſay this, that our Popiſh Neighbours 
may, by their Principles, be the worſt of all Chriſ- 
tians, and that we, by ours, ought tgbe the beſt : 
And then, if we are not worſe than them in de- 


-praved Manners, yet we have worſe Conſciences 


than they, according to the ſuperior Advantages 
and Helps to Virtue and Godlineſs which we have 
above them: And therefore if Gop Almighty 
turn the Iſſue of this War on our Side, it is more 


than we have Reaſon to expect or hope. 


To ſay really what we are, and ſpeak the Truth 


of ourſelves, we are loſt to almoſt every kind of 


Virtue. As to Senſe of Religion, the Politenels 
of theſe Times will hardly bear to be under the 
ſame Roof with it. The Principles of Chriſtianity 
are come to be ranked by us among vulgar Errors. 
The bleſſed Author of our Sacred Eſtabliſhment 1s 
not treated in his divine Character much better by 
our Infidels, than his Perſon was among the Feros, 
and that their Hatred does not go further, is for no 
other Reaſon but becauſe it cannot, To ſee how 
moſt Places of Worſhip are thronged on the Lord's 
Day, it ſhould ſeem that there is a great Spirit of 


Piety and Deyotion in our Church of England not- 
C 2 withſtanding, 
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withſtanding, and that ſhall never be denied by 
me of particular Perſons. But compare the Ap- 
pearances of moſt People at Church, compare 
them, I ſay, with their Lives at -Home: was there 
ever any thing equal to the Prodigality and Lux- 
ury, the Lewdneſs and Debauchery of this Gene- 
ration that is now upon the Stage ! was there ever 
ſo much Pride and Vanity in the World; People 
vaunting themſelves as if they had forgot their 
Condition that they are Men, and taking more up- 
on them than if they were Gods. It is a Shame 
to ſpeak of that Practice of Card-playing which 
comes among the Profanations of the Lord's Day, 
and makes ſuch a Compound with the Duties and 
Offices of Religion, as the Blood of the Galileans 
which Pilate mingled with their Sacrifices. 


To declare and ſpeak of all the Wickedneſs that 
reigns in this Land, would ſhew that, the Manners 
of Men among us, (I ſpeak not of one Sex only) 
are as bad as ever it was in the Times of Heathen- 
iſm, even in thoſe Times of the Roman Empire, 
which haſtened on the Ruin of that Monarchy. 
And what ſhall I ſay, but it is a Miracle our Civil 
Conſtitution is not broke in likewiſe, and ſhattered 
all to Pieces. 


'THr1s is the natural Conſequence of ſuch a Diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, but if God were not infinitely patient 
and forbearing, he would not ſtay to ſee the End 
of us, but as he could haſten our Deſtruction, ſa 
he would ſoon finiſh our Work upon us, 

| Ir 


Aa) 


x . , 

Ir now we ſufficiently knew this, tell me what 
does our Repentance wait for ? why is our Sub- 
miſſion ſo ſlow, and long of making its Appear- 
ance? or do we then want to be broken, that we 
will not bow? Let us then ſtrive together by 
Prayer, and the Exerciſe of good Works, and by 
turning to Gop with all our Hearts, to avert his 
| Judgments, and incline him to Mercy and Terms 

of Peace, who is ſo wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. 


Lr the Drunkard examine himſelf, whether 
he does not think that his Sin does not greatly add 
to the national Guilt, which may fink us at laſt 
with the Weight of it into utter Ruin. Whether 
do not the common Swearers by their Volleys of 
Oaths and Curſes annoy our Fleets and Armies as 
much as the Enemies Cannon? I dare charge it 
upon the Adulterers and Fornicators, or if there 
be any guilty of more criminal Debauchery, that 
theſe are guilty Traytors of their Country. More- 
over does not this Land groan with the Blood that 
has been ſhed in it, and was never expiated ; the 
Draining of Men's Lives that have been ſlain in 
Duel, whoſe Murderers live and are mighty, and 
upon any Provocation are ready for the ſame Crime 


again. 


I May bring in other Ranks of Sinners for be- 
ing acceſſary to our preſent Troubles: as the Co- 
vetous, the Oppreſſors of the Stranger, the Falber- 
leſs, and the Widow, the Extortioners, the Per- 
jured; who if _ were al collected in a Body, 


would 
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would far exceed all the Forces that are gone our 
to fight for us, and whoſe Wickedneſs may defeat 


their Succeſs, and bring Loſs and Ruin home to 


our Doors. 


Ss 


THESE are the Enemies that are moſt to be 
feared : and are we to guard againſt thoſe that are 
without, and at the ſame Time ſuffer, and be pa- 
tient of them that are within ? Surely ſuch Sin- 
ners are extremely dangerous to live with, becauſe 
of the Wrath which they are drawing down, and 
may fall upon their hofteſt Neighbours as _ as 


upon themſelves. 


3 


You ſee then your Danger, and will you do 
nothing for your own Safety and Preſervation ? 
But you ſay, what can we do? I anſwer, F any 
Man be Covetous, or a Fornicator, or an Adullerer, 
with ſuch an one you ought not to eat. You are to 
pus away the evil Perſon from among you; to bave 

10 Fellowſhip with Unbelievers ; you muſt reprove 
the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, and not wink at 
them; you muſt rebuke whereever you ſee Cauſe, 
without any reſpect of Perſons, and the Magiſtrate 
is, no more than the Soldier, to ſheath his Sword. 
Theſe are the Expedients that the Scriptures teach, 
that common Prudence ſuggeſts, and that the 
preſent Times do loudly call for. 


AND now let every preſumptuous Sinner charge 


himſelf in particular, as perſonally guilty, among 
thoſe by whoſe Means this Nation is come into 


the troubleous Circumſtances of a waſting and ex- 
| penſive 
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penſive War, the End of which is moſt ſadly to 


be dreaded: and let it be a general Warning to 
us all to ſeek Peace with Go p, as the ſureſt Way 


to be reſtored to our wonted * 1 
and Tranquility. 


Bur have we not repented in the Day of Faſt- 
ing and Humiliation that was kept ſame Months 
ago, and ſolemnly obſerved throughout all Eng- 
land? Then a moſt bleſſed Day certainly that was, 
if it has produced that Reformation which is the 
only Thing hopeful to ſave the Kingdom. But 
that muſt ba as we make it from this Time for- 
ward, for I fear we have not been ſo good ſince, 
as our Faſting and Devotion did then promife : If 
ſo, theſe were but like a little Water thrown into 
the Fire, which does not extinguiſh, but makes it 
to burn the fiercer. 


W as there ever ſuch a Conſequence known, to 
turn upon the Wheel of a ſingle Day? Think of 
it my Countrymen and Fellow-Chriſtians, Popery 
and Oppreſſion, Perſecution, Slaughter and Arbi- 
trary Power almoſt ready to land upon us, and 
the Danger all vaniſhed and diſpelled, by virtue 
of the Treaty with Heaven we confirmed that Day, 
and have broken and deſecrated every Day ſince. 


Way then do we not renew our Vows in the 
fame folemn Manner? but I conſider that wants 
an Order for it; in the Interim let us remember 
the Covenant made in Bapti/m, which we are ſeve- 

rally 


* 
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rally under, and than which nothing can be more 


religiouſly PW 


I paxx ſay that I am a going now to ſpeak the 
Senſe of moſt ſerious thinking Perfons, that it has 
been really ſhocking to hear People talk in this 
fooliſh Manner, that we are Maſters of the Seas, 
and ſuch Arrogance as that, as if God that is on 
High were not the Maſter every where, at Sea as 
well as in all the World beſide, and fo could not 
give the Battle, into what Hands he pleaſes. I 
think ſuch Boaſting as this is greatly wrong, I 
think it is highly derogatory from the Honour of 
Gop: but too much of this has burſt from many 
of our Mouths, and we may repent it, if we do 
not already, and may at laſt be obliged to change 
our Note, which Gop grant we may, not from 
ſad Experience, but only from better Thought and 
reaſonable Reflection. It is commonly faid in- 
deed, that Words are but Words, but I ſay, that 
Words are Indications of what is inward, as out of 
the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh. The 
evil Heart ſpeaketh the evil Man, and ſuch every 
one is, who thinks the Strength of this Nation, and 
our Conſequenee at Sea, to conſiſt in the Superio- 
rity of our Naval Force, and conſiders not Divine 


k 


Providence in this Matter, I would only there- 


fore adviſe, that we would learn to be humble be- 
fore we are made ſo. There is none can undo us 
except ourſelves, but if we will be the Workers of 


our own Miſchief, we may bring it to that Paſs as 
to be miſerable enough; and we mult periſh very 
fooliſhly 
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foaliſhly if we provoke our Ruin by this ſome Con- 


fidence of beaſting. 
LtrT us then be ſtill, webs vis 


| Words, but fo as yet to uſe our beſt Efforts to 


quell our Enemies. Let us ſupport this War with 
all the Vigour we can exert, but depend as entirely 
upon Go for the Succeſs, as if he were to do all, 
and we ourſelves do nothing. Let us ſtudy rather 
to be good Chriftians than deep Politicians, and 
not be ſo wiſe in our own Conceils as to pretend to 
cenfure whom his Majeſty thinks proper to 
Adminiſtration of Affairs. Let us 
take the bad Fortune with the proſperous, if 
poſſible, in equal Part; and take Care how we run 
into Parties and Divifions, but endeavour to be all 
of one Mind and one Heart; and thus, with Gop's 
Bleſſing, we ſhall diſappoint. our Enemies, who 
have their Emiſſaries among us buſily ſeeking all 
Opportunities, watching and waiting all Occaſions 
to foment Strife, to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord and 
Diviſion, to make Warn 


Aﬀections. 


LIT thoſe that are fit for military Employ- 
ments, and not particularly retained in their Coun- 
try's Service at home, be bold to take Commiſ- 
ſions, or go Volunteers. And let us all unani- 
mouſly acquieſce in the Wiſdom of our Prince for 
the Management and Direction of the preſent dif- 
ficult Affairs, which Gop Almighty make to 
proſper in his Hands. We have had a long and 

D happy 
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happy Experience of his Government, to incline us 
to be of this Temper, as certainly his has been a 


-moſt gracious Reign. And moreover let it be a 


Rule with us to think well of our Acting Superiors, 
eſpecially when it. is as eaſy to do ſo as not, which 
it is, and indeed eaſier, at ſuch a Time as this, 
than at another; when the great Intereſts of this 
Nation are in a dangerous Dependence and hazard- 
ous Situation, which ſhould more particularly ex- 
W Care, and Diligence. | 


As 10 e 8 I verily that this 
Kingdom could not ſtand as it has, but muſt 
have fallen under the juſt Vengeance of Heaven 
before this Day, if the Charities which it is famous 
for, did not prevail with Gop to wait our Refor- 
mation. And if -we have yet any Part in the Di- 
vine Favour, that may ſtand by us and fave us 
in this Time of Trouble ; if we have not run too 
far in Arrear with his Meroies to obtain Deliver- 
ance, it can only be that Gop will have Reſpect 
to our public Foundations deſigned for the Uſe 
and Benefit of the Poor and Neceſſitous almoſt in 
all Conditions. I ſhall ſay no more of them, but 
that I reckon they are the very beſt Props we have 
to ſtand on. But what I chooſe eſpecially to re- 
mark, is that Chriſtian Spirit which hath been 
ſhewn, ſince the Scarcity, and Dearneſs of Provi- 
ſions had lately made almoſt a Famine in the Land. 
And I muſt needs imagine, that Providence, in 
fuſpending our uſual Plenty and Proviſion of Bread, 

_ hath 
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hath deſignedly thereby given us the Opportunity 
to entitle ourſelves to that Promiſe in the Pſalms, 
Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the Poor, the Lord will 
deliver bim in Time of Trouble, Pſalm xli. 1. that 
we may eſcape, at leaſt by the Exerciſe of this 
Virtue, the Danger we are ſo dreadfully threatned 
with by this preſent War. 


As then we are ſo near becoming a Prey to our 
Enemies, and have, yet been preſerved, we may 
impute it to the merciful Regard which Gop hath 
had to the charitable Aſſiſtance hath ſo liberally 
been affor n this late Occaſion, and in that 
preſſing Exigence: And that he may yet deliver 
us, let us conſider how much our Charity is always 
wanting, and be ready to diſtribute, and willing to 
communicate ; by which Means it is poſſible we may 
ſecure the Continuance of Gop's Protection, and 
prevent the dreadful Conſequences we are afraid 
55 | 


To Him, the Giver of Victory, the Prince of 
Peace, and Lord of Glory, be aſcribed all 
Praiſe, Honour and Dominion to eternal 
Ages. Amen. | 
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